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Koyao Bay Pavilions  
K o h  Y a o  N o i

Those seeking refuge from the usual 
backpacker trail should spend a few days 
flitting between Koh Yao Noi and Koh 
Yao Yai. The pair of islands are equidis-
tant from Phuket and Krabi but offer an 
altogether different pace of life, covered 
in dense rainforest with soaring moun-
tains and idyllic shorelines, both largely 
populated by coconut farmers and Mus-
lim fishermen. Koyao Bay Pavilions are 
tucked away on the southern tip of Noi. 
Traditional salas and thatched pavilions 
filled with antique furniture surround a 
natural swimming pool, soundtracked 
only by waves and birdsong. Hire a 
scooter, pack your snorkel and head out 
to discover deserted beaches where mon-
keys swing in the trees overhead. Bank 
services are unavailable, so have cash 
ready, and put some of it towards the 
Hong Island Tour. Taking you through 
green lagoons and craggy rocks to four 
unspoilt islands, it’s one of the cheapest 
and least crowded tours available, a total 
departure from the hordes of Instagram-
mers swarming over Maya Beach. 
Beach suite, £118 per night
KOYAOBAY.COM
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Andaman Oasis
From bustling Bangkok to the paddy 
fields of Koh Yao Noi, Mary-Jane Wiltsher 
discovers Thailand’s best luxury resorts

Panviman Resort 
K o h  P h a N g a N

Handily located between two long stretches of beach on the 
quieter, family-friendly eastern coast of bohemian Koh Phan-
gan, Panviman Resort is a world away from the island’s infa-
mous full moon parties. The décor here is authentically Thai 
and beautifully executed - the stunning canopy bed in our 
pool villa is strewn with petals and surrounded by elegant 
teak furniture, printed silks and oil paintings of flora. Glass 
doors open out onto a private terrace with two separate pools, 
revealing views of dense, hilly jungle and the rolling surf of 
Thong Nai Pan Noi beach. The central pool area is inventive-
ly landscaped, its pools interlinked by babbling streams and 
waterfalls that overlook the azure ocean, but don’t let that de-
ter you from exploring the surrounding tranquil bays. To the 
south, Thong Nai Pan Yai beach is dotted with sleepy hippy 
bars, colourful lanterns and rustic beach bungalows. Long-
tail boats bob in the shallow waters, their prows draped with 
flower garlands. Northwards, Thong Nai Pan Noi is a touch 
more commercial, with polished beachside eateries and fancy 
loungers. In the evening, Panviman offers a starlit BBQ here, 
where you can tuck into the grilled catch of the day and listen 
to the waves break on the rocks metres away. Follow this up 
with a cocktail and board games at one of the reggae bars in 
the village directly behind the resort. Crammed with bustling 
local restaurants, its narrow streets are hung with fairy lights. 
Pool villa, £173 per night
PANV IMAN .COM
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Kata Rocks  
P h u K e t 

Sleek and contemporary, this boutique five-star hotel is an 
anomaly in its area and a marked departure from its part-Thai, 
part-Western competitors. Though portions of Phuket have 
been heavily commercialised, Kata Rocks sits in its own bubble 
of calm, built into the cliff face above the outcrop of Kata Rock 
itself and a strolling distance from the golden sands of Kata 
Beach. The outlook is jaw-dropping, with every villa, loft or 
penthouse offering a sweeping ocean vista. Our sky villa, like 
all of its neighbours, has its own private terrace and infinity 
pool, its crisp, white-on-white design giving the impression of 
a superyacht about to set sail across the shimmering Andaman 
Sea. Everything about the spacious interior is cool, calm and 
high-spec: an open plan kitchen and living area come complete 
with state-of-the-art single touch control lighting and sound 
system, while a cosy bedroom opens into a gleaming en suite 
bathroom with a roomy tub and walk-in shower.
Outside, the hotel’s grounds are characterised by undulating 
pathways, mirroring the steep inclines and sudden crevices 
of the cliff and flanked by immaculately maintained patch-
es of greenery. If you don’t fancy walking, your personal 
concierge can arrange for a golf buggy to ferry you around. 
Don’t miss the eight room Infinite Luxury spa, where Thai 
wellness principles are combined with the latest spa tech-
nology, such as water massage beds and sleeping pods.  
By night, both the pool bar and restaurant boast spectacular 
sunsets, best enjoyed with a lycheetini laced with palm sug-
ar. But if you can, book the lobster in-villa dining experience: 
locally sourced, market-fresh lobster, cooked by your own 
personal chef and served on your terrace, looking out at boats 
winking against the night sky. Sky villa, £1,402 per night
K ATAROCKS .COM

 The Peninsula 
B a N g K o K 

After long days spent navigating the 
concrete jungle of Bangkok, its streets 
thrumming with boisterous stallholders 
and zooming tuk-tuks, The Peninsula 
provides an urban haven to retreat to.  
Looming above the banks of the River 
of Kings in the heart of the metropolis, 
the hotel’s glossy structure encapsulates 
the spirit of Thailand’s capital, com-
bining five-star luxury with authentic 
Thai details. A private gondola service 
is ready to whisk you away if the mood 
takes you, while the cleverly positioned 
azure pool appears to stretch out into 
the river itself, flanked by salas and 
plush loungers. In our deluxe room on 
the 35th floor, a teak foyer leads into a 
marble bathroom and vast bedroom ac-
cessorised with Thai silk furnishings, its 
floor-to-ceiling windows framing pan-
oramic views of the city beyond. 
When the sun goes down, dinner at The 
Peninsula’s riverside restaurant Thip-
tara takes place amid rustling banyan 
trees and tropical gardens. Tuck into 
sizzling chicken wrapped in a pandan 
leaf and crispy sea bass with a juicy 
green mango salad as candles flicker 
between clusters of tropical flowers. Il-
luminated gondolas drift past on the wa-
ter, lulling onlookers into a stupor. 
Round off a visit with a trip to the on-
site spa. Housed in a three-floor colo-
nial-style building, its fragrant suites 
are clad in dark wood and blood orange 
silk. After a long, lazy steam shower and 
dip in the en suite whirlpool, my expert 
Thai masseuse meticulously pummels 
each long haul flight-induced knot out of 
my back. I leave baby soft, fresh-faced 
and ready for the next leg of the trip. De-
luxe room, £226 per night
BANGKOK . P EN INSUL A .COM


