
When you’re the offspring of Pied Piper of Dance Pete Tong, 
it’s naturally assumed that you’ve been ensconced in the beat 
since day dot, but for DJ Becky Tong, a career in music wasn’t 
always on the cards. She pursued her first love, art, with a 
foundation course at Chelsea College of Arts, but became 
disheartened and dropped out halfway through, aged 18. “I 
didn’t feel satisfied with it at all – when it came to art, I wasn’t 
very good at being left to my own devices,” she says, laughing. 
“So music was really a natural segue.” 

The 25-year-old is speaking to me from the headquarters of 
Ladbroke Grove-based music company Juicebox, an artist 
management, radio promotion and music curation service 
provider that she co-founded with friend Adam Callan a year 
ago. The venture was born from a weekly club night that 
the pair ran at Notting Hill Arts Club. “Those nights were a 
great way of showcasing new talent, from the live music that 
we were feeling through to DJs,” explains Becky. “It was 
mainly electronic-based, anything from the sound of artists 
like Jungle to more poppy stuff. We had Ella Eyre, Raleigh 
Ritchie... It was really fun and a way to build a community 
around the artists that we were enjoying. We left our jobs at 
Sony and decided that we wanted to start a label and have that 
community mentality in our artist management.”
Today, the duo’s roster features R&B-electronic hybrid Joe 
Hertz, intergalactic disco project Franc Moody, and soulful 
singer-songwriter Amber Simone. Becky’s vision for the 

company is “to see the artists build and grow, and for our brand 
to develop with them. It’s a hub for photographers, artists and 
graphic designers, and I can still use my art side in terms of 
making sure that all the artists have great creative direction.” 

Outside of Juicebox, Becky juggles radio PR for artists on other 
labels with her own sets. She’s hoping to play at Bestival in 
Dorset and Lost Village on this summer’s festival circuit, and 
Spain’s Primavera beckons in June, but that’s strictly for fun.  
 
Ditching paintbrushes and detouring into the music industry 
has worked for Becky, but it was a move that initially gave her 
dad some concerns. “I don’t think he was really expecting me 
to go in this direction,” remembers Becky. “Especially as I 
was so passionate about art. When he found out, he was like, 
‘are you sure?’ He was really supportive, though. I very much 
wanted to break through on my own, but afterwards he made 
sure that I was introduced to the right people, and he continues 
to support me through his radio show.” 

These words – acknowledging her father’s influence while 
emphasising the importance of forging her own path – 
illustrate the care with which Becky has had to navigate her 
field. She has spearheaded a portfolio career in an industry 
where good looks, a celebrity connection and being a woman 
have just as much potential to hinder your credibility as to 
enhance it. An industry where, depressingly, festival line-ups 
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Canada Water, definitely! I think they’re 
trying to create a Berghain equivalent in 
London; it’s in an old printing factory 
and apparently the sound system and 
lighting are incredible. I’ll be in Ibiza in 
July and want to check out Disclosure’s 
new residency at DC10, too.” 

The paint palette may have come before 
the decks, but Becky Tong is fully 
converted, immersed in the business of 
wildcard-dropping and party-making, 
praising to a different kind of beat. 
Perhaps it’s in the blood? Either way, 
something tells us she won’t need to dust 
off that easel any time soon.  

are still dominated by men (advertised 
performers at Field Day, Latitude and 
Bestival’s were reported as being over 
80 percents male in 2015) and precious 
few female DJs make it into the Top 100 
DJs list despite the comparatively high 
levels of female talent in underground 
dance music. 

To her credit, Becky has always done 
her bit to be a part of the conversation. 
Last year, in her previous role as music 
director for W Hotels in Europe and 
the  Middle East, she hosted a panel 
discussion about the sexualisation of 
women in the music industry, and has 
publicly praised the work of female 
collectives like She Said So, which 
function as support networks for women 
in music, encouraging them to share 
their experiences. Does she think that 
female DJs have to fight harder for their 
piece of the pie? “We’re definitely judged 
more than a man would be for trying 
to pursue a career as a DJ. People are 
slightly surprised when I say I can DJ, 
and I presume men think in their heads, 
‘she probably ain’t that good!’ I find it so 
inspiring to watch a female DJ smash it.”

Becky’s point is further underlined by 
her reaction to a question about how 
she curates her set lists. She’s audibly 
surprised – and pleased – prefacing her 
answer with: “That’s a great question, 
and do you know, no one ever asks me 
it.” I find myself wondering if the same 
line of enquiry would elicit the same 
response from any male DJ. 

Still, back to those set lists: “I always 
have a back catalogue ready, mainly 
of older stuff because you always want 
to have your favourites on standby,” 

she enthuses. “Especially all the old 
disco! Before an event I sift through all 
the tracks I’ve been sent recently and 
anything that I’ve added to my Spotify 
account, and I’ll start compiling. A 
certain amount is spontaneous so I try 
to pull together as much as possible, 
because there are always those times 
when you think ‘oh, I wish I had that!’ 
I’ll have all my wild cards ready to pull 
out of the bag.”

Disco might be the order of the day for 
wild cards, but the artists she grew up 
on had more of a soulful, R&B flavour, 
with Toni Braxton and Destiny’s 
Child featuring heavily. What’s in her 
earphones currently? “I went to see Ray 
BLK last week and she was incredible, 
and I love this new band Thalab from 
Barcelona, they’re two young cousins 
who make chilled, folksy-electronic 
sounds. In terms of desert island discs, 
I’d pick something old and something 
new. Solange’s album A Seat At The Table 
is one that I haven’t stopped listening to, 
and I love The Streets’ Original Pirate 
Material.”

When she’s not in the booth, Becky’s 
dream weekend would be spent 
“drinking homemade frozen margaritas 
on my roof terrace with a bunch of 
friends, listening to music”. In her 
free time, she prefers house parties 
and dinners to nightclubs, as the latter 
dominate her working week, and 
Sundays are for “yoga, cooking and 
watching Netflix series back to back.” 

This all sounds rather civilised for a 
woman who knows the club circuit like 
the back of her hand, so I push Becky 
for her bucket list raves. “Printworks in 
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“We’re definitely judged more than a man would 
be for trying to pursue a career as a DJ. People 
are slightly surprised when I say I can DJ.”
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